
Holy Spirit Parish 

Social Justice Committee 

Minutes 

November 7, 2019 

 

 

Meeting opened at 6:30 PM with large group (all committees) led in prayer by Fr. Steve. 

 

Members Present:  Dave Baker, Patti Boylan, Karen Clifford,  Richard Hoffman, Sr. Barb Knauf, Mary Ann 

Krems, Harry Magee, Arlene Meyerhofer,  Clint Schultz (new member), Carol Steltenpohl, Jim Wiese, Bob 

Wolensky, and Susan Zach. 
 

Members Absent:  Jessica Enstad, Marilyn Slusarski,and Kathy Willkom. 
 

Susan Zach agreed to summarize the Social Justice Committee discussions/decisions to the large group at the 

end of the meeting time. 

 

Nancy Turyk called in earlier in the day indicating that she could not preside at this meeting because she was ill 

   

Announcements from Fr. Steve: 

 

The Newman Center has now had two bids for its sale.  One is from the University and another from a local 

church which is planning to use the Center as a satellite facility. 

  

Campus Ministry is looking at Kostka Hall for its future use. 

 

Holy Spirit secured a loan from the diocese for $490,000 to sustain the parish until the sale of the Newman 

Center. 

 

Phase II of the building project is in flux at the present time:  if money comes in, it could start right away or it 

may take two years before funds are available. 

 

Bishop is scheduled to come March 8th to dedicate the Ministry Center (if the building is complete). A later date 

will be scheduled if necessary.  
 

Social Justice Committee Members made a report to Parish Council at the Council’s last meeting.  (Deacon Rick 

(staff member), Susan Zach and Mary Ann Krems (Parish Council members) made the presentation. 

 

 

Future Activities: 

 

Charitable Works Donations:  Sr. Barb 

 

Money from this budget comes primarily from wedding and funeral stipends. 

Much discussion ensued about the existing list of Charitable Works. (see addendum) At the present time there is 

$1502 in the account.  It was decided that the following groups would receive the following amounts from this 

budget: 

 

Justice Works:  MLK Event     $100. 

Operation Bootstrap        300. 

Special Olympics          55. 

SSJ-TOSF                     200. 

Pacelli Project Graduation                                                                 75. 

2617 Recovery Club                                                                        100. 

(This last group is a place for folks who are recovering from drug/alcohol addictions.  Funds 

For all other groups remained the same except for the last one which was increased by $50. 

Total Expenditures:  $830.00 
 



Feeding Hungry Kids:  Karen Clifford 

 

About 100 students at SPASH are homeless.  Because of their age and living arrangements, many of these 

students come to school without breakfast.  Feeding Hungry Kids provides free fruit, cheese sticks and granola 

bars to these students (without questioning).  The food is displayed in the Guidance Office.  The Thanksgiving 

Eve Mass is the primary time of year when parishioners are asked to bring granola bars (or cash) to sustain 

supplies and/or defray other costs for this program.  If okayed by Fr. Steve, money and bars may be collected 

during the weekend Masses prior to Thanksgiving. 

 

Advent Reverse Giving (Team Update) 

 

Each year local places are vetted to meet the standards adopted by this committee. This year the donations will 

be given to Portage County Pre-Natal Care, Operation Bootstrap, Family Crisis Center, Kids’ Closet and 

Franciscans Downtown. A calendar is in process to be distributed in early Advent. It will be posted in the parish 

newsletter and bulletin. 

 

Donations will be collected only on Epiphany Sunday (January 5, 2020).  Students in Faith Formation classes 

will again be asked to help sort and pack up the donations. 
 

Christmas Dinner:  Mary Ann Krems 

 

Once again there will be a Christmas dinner held in Kostka Hall on Christmas Day from 11:00 AM-1:00 PM.  It 

is open to anyone.  Helpers are needed to set up Kostka Hall on December 24th starting at 8 AM, as well as 

assistance in food prep, waiters, drivers for home deliveries, dish washing and clean-up. 
 

Feed My Starving Children: Michelle Shulfer 

 

Michelle will be speaking about this project at the December 5th Social Justice Committee Meeting about 10-15 

minutes.  Essentially, a group of volunteers spend two hours bagging dried foods for global dissemination to 

starving children in a variety of nations.  Last year this “bagging” was done at the Noel Hanger. 
 

A few minutes were spent discussing the Introduction to Laudato Si by Naomi Oresky. 

 

Committee Reports: Each parish committee had one member summarized the meeting events to the large 

group. Susan Zach represented the Social Justice group. 
 

Deacon Rick lead the closing prayer. 

 

Meeting adjourned at 8 PM. 

 

Respectfully Submitted, 

 

 

Arlene Meyerhofer, Secretary 


